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BANQUET AT ATHEA TO THE ROYAL IRISH
CONSTABULARY.

Y (From the Limerick Chronicle,)
--On the 16th instant, the men of the Athea station
of the Roynl Irish Constabulary were entertained by
the lord of the soil, the Venerable Archdeacon Goold,
to a splendid banquet, in appreciation of their valued
services during the late Fenian outbreak.

The barrack-rooms were most tastefully arranged
for the occasion, under the maongement of My,
Holmes, agent to the property, nssisted by the Misses
Gallwey.

Before proceeding to the dinner the men assembled
in the ante.-room, and marched into the dining-room,
to the music of the * Roast Beef of Old England,” and
took up their places at table, the venerable chairman
having at bis right Mrs. Crosbie, wife of the constable,
and the vice.chairman having at either side Mrs.
Stenson and Mrs. Kavanagh, :

Previous to sitting down,

The Chairman, having first invoked the Ulessing,
read o letter of upology from the Rev. John Ryau,
P.L., who regretted not belog able to sttend, in con-
sequence of ill-health,

At the conclusion of dinner, and thanks haviug been
given by the worthy Chairmun, he proceeded o pro-
posc the henlth of her Majesty the Queen, nnd spoke
08 follows :—Ile remarked that Irishmen were ever
famed for their valour, and devotion to the fair sex—
how much more so, when the object of their devotion
in this instunce was not only o lndy, but a Royal Judy,
and one who ndorned in the most perfect manner every
relution of life, whether as Queen or wife, or mother.
Would to Ged! exclnimed the Chairtnan, that her
gracious Majesty would be induced to reside ocea-
sionally amongst va. I am sure the mare she knew
of us the better she wounld liko us. Would to God
the minds of her responsible advisers were disabused
of theiden that {he Xrish people were disloyal, e
indignantly protested against this enlumny, tao widely
propagated by designing demagogues and  swindling
agitators. Were the nobility disloyal, or the gentry
or the middle-clagses, or the farmers? No, ten
thousand times no, Disloyul and discontented men
were found cverywhere, in Shefficld, in the neighbone.
hood of Windsor and Buckingham Palace, but was
the heart of England dislogal. No. The samo was
the case in Ireland, disloyalty was confined to the
scum and ol¥scouring of society. On risiug to propose
the toast of the eveninz,‘the chairnun said—We have
met here to-night to do honour to men who have
been the protectors of our lives and proporties daring
the lato attempt ut revolt in this country, and who
huve guiued for themselves the hononrable distinetion
of being now ealled the Royal Irish Constabulury. He
then spoke in very eloquent terws of the cournye dis.
played by Irishmen on every occaston from the time
ofthe Dulgais down to the hattles of Fontenoy, Water-
loo, Meanee, snd the Crimen, and that the Victeria
Oross hait been won by vast numbers of his native
countrywen, and though far from taking from the
merit due to the British eoldiery, he oxplained how
the members of the Constabulary had on all occusions
to contend with large nambers, and paid a high com-
pliment to theie judgment, steadiness, and skill, In
alluding to the late outbreak, the venerable chairmun
deseribed the great plack shown by the Royula, who,
though in small parties, succussl'ull;: esisted the at-
tacks of large bodics of Feniuns, who greatly out.
nunbered them. Having spoken so much of Irish
courage, ho feared ho wight be seensed of inconsis-
tenoy it e did not explain why the Irish aslredels are
sa casily beaten, and ne did so by saying that he be-
lieved their sense of their wrong-doing weighed them
down, anid quoted the saying that “ conscience does
make cowanls of us all ;" but be added, that he was
sure if thoze pooy fellows had been led, aud, above all,
faught, in a loyal and good cause, they would perhaps
have rivalled mnnny of their brethren in deeds of valour
and daring,  The chairman wont on to say that
thie Constubulary difftred from all other troops in the
posscasion of high moral character, and reminded them
that before entoring the force every man should be
proved to be of unblemished respeetability, aud in
feeling and Christian-like terins alluded to their heing
composed of men of different creeds, and the esprit de
corps prevailing in their ranks; and though, as the
reapected ohairman said, they dud their daty firmly
und impartinlly, they did not forget the culls of
humanity, for on a recent ocension, as the venecrible
chairman forcibly described, the men of the Athen
station proved thonselves humane.  In one instance,
where one of the party, at the risk of Lia life, saved
a child from being droaned, and, In another instance,
where they were nminly Instramental, under the kind
hearted and charitable chairman, in coasigning to
hospital a fine young man, who was uhout to undergo
amputation of the leg. In the course of his specch
the venerable chinirman alluded to the conruge dis-
played by Mrs, Crosbic and the wives of the other
members of the Constabulary, and snid it reminded
Iim of the Spartan watron who, on dismissing her
sons to battle, handed thewn each a shield, saving—
*“ Take this; bring it home with you, or be brought
liomne npon it.”

At the conclusion of the Rev. Archdeacou’s address,
which was listened to with morked attention, and re-
ceived with manch applanse, Constable Crosbie, in the
unavoidable absence of his officer, responded to the
toast of the “ Royal Jrish Constubulary” in bricf but
heartfelt and appropriate Ianguage. IHe relurned
thanks for the great compliment pnid by Archdeacon
Goold to him and the men undee his command, nnd
assured all present it many geatlemen and landlords
acted in the sume nanner as the venorable president
had done, 1t would be a great inducement to the
Reynl  lrish to redouble thelr eflorts to well
merit the great encomiums bestowed on them that
evening,

The health off Mrs, Goold and family was duly ho-
noured, and the venerablechairman having retired, the
vice-chnirman requested of all present tastand up and
say, “ May Archdeacon Goold Jong live as a credit to
his church aud hiz country,” which sentiment was re-
ceived with real Irish appanse.

During the dinner Miss Gallwey performad many
beautiful pieces of music at the piano, and after din-
ner, between the toasts, Mr. Gallwey, Miss Gallwey,
und the Archdeacon sunyg some of the most admired
of the Irish melodies and other popular airs.

On the Archdeacon reliring about nine o’clock,
the Royal Irish Constabulary entertuined at tea many
of the Archdeacon’s most respectuble and loyal te-
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