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t DEATH OF REV. FATHER WOLFE

—

A Splendid Priest ::

It is with feelings of very deep sor-
row that we have to record the death
the Rev. Fr. Wolfe, of Childers.
‘' The sad evenl look place al the Mater
t Misericordiz= Hospital al 8 am. on
Thursday. The zealous priest had vir-
flually broken down in health, He
Wwas-not long ill. as he was, almosl th
- “Jast few days of hiz life, full of
miergy, and he himself had no feeling
Mhat the end was so near. He al-
ded mll the exercises of the Reireat
the clergy of the Archdiocese,
hich was conducted by the Rev. Fr.
tlan, 8.J. Hiz brolher priests,
thowever, saw Lhat the health of Fr.
Wolfle was far from- being robust, and
il there were visible indications of
B conslitulion shattered but that there
iight have been hopes of prolonging
life thal was zealous in the cause
& God and human souls. All Lthat Lthe
voled care of the gonod Sisters of
rey and medieal skill conld do was
gone, but the summons came, and the
4 priest wenl lo meel his Creator on
‘Bursday, October 9, and anjoy the
irids of a life of labour, happily =0
Isible and fruliful in the priests of
Bhis couniry.
How dear the lale Fr. Wolle was to
priesis and people of the Arch-
peze may be gathered from the
ber who atlended the =olemn offiee
i Bequirm Mnss al St Stephen's
smihedral, where his coflin was placed
fore the High Altar on Thursday
ing. Twenly-lwno priesla were in
itiendance. His Girace Archbishop
puhig was= wunable L pe present
grouzh being al Warwick, bul sent
mast affectionately worded telegram
the sislors of Fr. Wolfe, who had
jme lo Brisbane.
s _sung by the Rev. Fr. O'Flynn, of
. Pairick’s, Valley, the Rev. Fr. Lane
pf Ipswich) being deacon, and (he
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Rev. Fr. Murphy (of Gympic) being
sub-deacon. ~ Fr. Byrne (Adminislra-
tor)- acted as master of ceremonies,
The funeral took plaes al Nudgee. The
prphan children met il, and walkod beo
fore the hearse, whilsi Lhe Convent
bell tolled the funeral knell. Fr.
'Flynn officialed al the grave, in Lhe
prosende of twenty priests, a number
of Bislers of Mercy, and the general
public, who had journeyed from Brie-
bane to show their esleem for the de-
ceased. In the death of Fr. Wolle,
the Church loses a devoled son, and
the Archdioeese of Brisbane a learned,
zealous, and devoled priesi.

The lale Fr. Wolfe was born in the
beautiful Counly of Limeriek, so rich
in pastures az well as in aneienl
glories. The unions of old abbeye and
old eazlles are memorable in Lhe his-
tory of Ireland. N was close Lo Lhe
beautiful River Feale thal Fr. Wolfe
was born and passed his ehildhood and
his boyhood. His family was one of
those great Irish families Lhat for

generalions has given many of their

sons and daoghters to he services nf
the Chureh. In those homes of virtue
und piely, which go hand in hand wilh
Joy and pleasure, many a Tailhful son
has been rearcd for the eowl of Lhe
monk orf the efassock of the priest.
Many, too, a duliful daughier has en-
tered the cloislers, vr become a mis-
sjonary in distant lands. Il is one of
the glories of Irish parents to see their
sons and danghlers devole Lthemselves
L the ancieni Maciyro family, and
life. To one of these splendid old
Irish families did Fr. Wolle belong.
The family originally eame from Coo
Clare, bul il is now found in Limerick,
k. and other countics. It belonged
to [he ancienl Maetyre family, and
was associaled wilth other leading
princely families in Lthe Count of
Clare and Limerick. These nld fami-
lies have preserved from age lo age
the simple faith of the Church. The
Sunday Mass and the Rosary al might
Lhe ehief, if not the only, ele-

ments eombined wilh the sacraments

that were Lhe alds 1o religious lifa in

Irish homes. Nol remarkable, for
Lheir simplicity of life was their ar-
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of Mt. Mellaray, Co. Walerford. Here,
in Lhis beautiful college attached to
{the meonastery, he passed four years
in his preparalory siudiss, previous Lo
enlering Lhe Irish College, Rome. The
lifa at Melleray lcaves deep and lasl-
ing impressions on the sludenls. They
hreathe an almosphere of a life of
prayer and a life of silence, and lay
the foundalion of their futupre life in
solid piety and learning.

If Melleray was the heme of bhis early
years, Rome saw the completion of
those siudies which found a realisa-
lion in his axaltation lo the sacerdolal
stale. To the sludent from distant
land, the Eternal Gity is full of ansi-
enl glories and cherished memories.
It is still the cily, and the only vcily,
“that joins together the Iwo greal
ages of human civilization.” Pagan
and Chrisiian Home is the atiraction
of the learned, lhe pious, and, above
mll, the devoted children of thal
Church, on whose cross the sun never
gelg. To il we turm with profound
awe, reverence, and respect. Under ils
mighly ecivilisation it siretched ils
arms over all land=, and by a provi-
dential disposition it opened uneon-
sciously the roads of the world, after
having carried its legions 40 the mis-
sionaries of Lhe Catholic Church.
Here, in the hearl of Lhis glorious eity,
the student breathes daily the brealh
that the Church breathes owver her
children. Here, loo, they drink of Lhe
pure eryslal Touniains of Faith for
which the holy martyrs shed their pre-
cious blood, which, ton, an innumer-
able host .of confessors and doectors
have presumed was guarded and prop-
agated by Lhe Roman Ponlilfs. As b
is the household of Faith, so is it the
household of learning. Art is here
glorified in the magnificence of ils
ancient temples, palaces of greal em-
perors, which lell of a people and a
civilisation thal were worthy Lo be the
messengers of that Faith which has
been carried beyond the boundaries of
that mighiy empire whose banners
waved and whose eagles goared over
vanguished nalions. 1 was from Rome
Lhal Patrick set oul Tor Ireland amd
bound Rome and Jreland in the hands
of unify, which all the powera of dark-
ness could never sunder, Tt was from
Hode, Lon, that 81 Aug e sl oml
for England, and brought thal laond
under the yoke of the Chureh. which
for a theusand years has glovilled Lhe
tand.  And it s from Home thot all
lhe greal apostles of the Gospel fo
Lhe nativos have decived Lheir mission
and jurisdiction, = colleges amd
arhovds during the ages have been [he
Iheatre of the grealsst minds Lhal the
worlil has over
waonider, T
in e Floer
] namding terest,

The [ate Ir. Wolfe passed seven
years nf his life in preparing himselfr
for Lthe priesthood, amd passed a
linguished ecourse o all the  sacesd
suhjects in which a siadant musl be
proficient. Il was in Lhe Lmea of Leo
XHIL, who gave so greal an impelus Lo
the study of 8t Thomas. Fr. Wolle,
lan, saw the last years of Archbishop
Kirby, the Reclor of the Irish College,
whose sainlly life was spenl in Lhe ser-
vices of the students of that College,
Al hiz dealh he was suacceeded by the
present Archbishop of Sydney, so that
the young levile hnd the greal advan-
lage of receiving the gaidanee of Lwn
illustrinus men.  With  Reetor  amild
almdents Fr. Wolfe was & very greal
favouriie, and il was in the Irish Col-
lege that he met with our Coadjulor,
Arehbishop  Dubigz, and formed a
frien ip that was only severed by

The formal preparalion Tor the
priosthiwul 18 a very serious Liur,
as e priest is the very acme of Chris-
tian li All the world could nof make

i Heoia a philosopher, Theoln-

zainnary.  He minsl

ever he is directed, to minister to the
people in his sacecvdotal character.
The Calholic Church thal taughl Lhe
priesl can alone invesl him wilh power,
mission and jurisdiclion. No olher
power on earlh can accomplish what
she can do, by the hands of her
bishops, in the vrdination of a priesl.
“The priesl,” says an eloquent
preacher, “ig the man who exisls nei-
Lher by moralily nor by philosophy, nor
by the Stale mor by the world ! What
is he in finé? 'The priest is a nfan
anpinled by tradilion lo shed blood,
nol as a soldier;, through courage, not
as Lhe magistrate, through juslice, but
as Jesus Christ, through love. The
priest is a man of sacrifice ; by il, sach
day, reconciling heaven and earih, and
by M, each day, announcing lo every
sounl Lhe primordial leuths of life, of
dealh, and of resurrection. Behold,
why, you children q:l‘ the Eighleenth
Century, when a few minutes ago sac-
erdotal hands elevated the sacred Host,
you nourished with the proud thoughts
of your agse, were saized wilh involun-
lary awe, and inelined wour heands,
through an inslimet for which I hope
God will aceounl wilth you.™

Fr. Wolfe at his ordination fully
realised Lhe yesponsibilily of the
priesthood, and during his short life
gave himself up Lo all its duties with
zeal and devolion. This month six—
leen years ago wilnessed his arrival
in Queensland, and (he mission as-
signed to hi was the veory extensive
distriet of Blackall, which embraced
many distant towns. He was neerly
always on the road, travelling aboul
i stations, huls, and shearces’
camips, averywhere earrying the Gos—
pel of Hope o many a sunless hearl.
With what esteem he was held in Lhe
town of Blackall may be gathered from
the fact that the cilizens honoured him
by electing him Mayor for two Years.,
All who cama in coulact wilh him
speak of his axeellence and his Juildg—
ment in dealing with men of all clazses
and  creeds.  Although a Doctor of
Divinily, he nover used Lhe mueh cova
eled Litle of dislinclion, preferrin
lead a life of a simple prisst, The la—
bour he endured told on his physiocal
strength, as fourteen years of the Aus—
tralian bush life musl leave marks on
the most robust of men. Two Years
agn he was transferred to Childers,
and manifested that zeal amd lova for
suuls which characiorizsed him during
his previous years as a priest. His
health was shaltered, and was beyond
buman aid, and a wesk in the hospilal
left him Lime to prepare for his last
endd, if such preparailion was noeces.
Aty I‘c_n- @ man of his life and charae-
ler, Home vne asked him if he had
made a will, and his reply was that he
had nothing 1o will, and as a malter
of faet he died poor, only p ing o
few shillings and his rolurn lieckst le
his people. He added: “T owe a few
debls, and T leave those Ly the clarity
of my good people, wham 1 konow will
ray them,"” and so, like Catrdinal Moran
Bishop Murray, Dishop  Doyle, nnri
many more, this priesi died poor in
weallh, bul vieh in greal and lasting
good works. We may well say :—

“Well done, gond and faithful
servanlk. As you proved your fid-
alilty over a few things, 1 will placa
¥ou ovVer many; caler inlo the oy
of thy Lord."™
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priesls, when, at the Maler Misericor—
dise Private Hospital in Soulth Br
bane, the Rev, Mauries Wolfe gave up
his soul into the hands of the Divine
Master Whom he had so faithiully
sorved. Al the same Lima Lhe parish
of Childerz was bereaved of ila aspir-
iluzl father, and to-day old and young
mourn Lhe loss of their kind-hearted,
wenial and lovable priest. The Lown,
too, has bean deprived nf one of its
mosl respected and influential o
zens, one who found time, after at-
lending to the various dolies of his
high office as priest, Lo help on avery
movement thal sontributed Lo the™wel-
fare of the town and distriet.

The lale Fr. Walfe was ane of the
many noble-hearted Irish priests who,
leaving home and enunlry, have come
al the Master's eall to this far-off land
Lty labour for the glory of God and
the salvation of souls. Born in Bal-
laugh, Abbeyfeale, Wesl Limerick, on
Seplember 8, 1872, he was Lhe young-
2ut of a family of four boys and four
girle. One brother—Patrick—is al-
ready deceased some years. The other
twao are still living in the old home in
Ircland. The four sistera, like their
recently deceased brother, have devated
their lives entirely Lo the serviee of
God, migrated to Queensiand, and are
to-day devoling their rare accomplish-
menls of soul and mind to the Chris-
Linn edyeation of the young jn the
gchools of Lhe Sisters of Mercy. Sister
Mary Carthagh, held in most endear-
ing memaory by parents'and ehildren
in sueh centres aa Ipswich, 81, Sie-
phen's (Brishane), Gympie, Forlitude
Valley, and Dalby, is at present en-
gaged in a labvur for which she is re-
cognised as eminenlly fitted, the eslah-
lishment of a Catholie sehool and the
moulding of Lthe young minds and
hearts to a love of God and His Holy
Chureh, in the populous and rapidly-
growing suhurb of Ipawich, known a:
the Liverpoal Estate. OF the rem
ing Lhrees sisters, Llwo—S8Sizlers Mary

Ambrose and Augusline—are stalion-
ed in Gympie, and the (hird—Sister
Mary Emilinn—is al Touwong, Bris-
hane.

Fr. Wolfe was ordained priesl in
Rome on {5th August, 1897. In No-
vember af the following year he landed
in Queeénsland, and almoal immedi-
ately sel out for the most distant out-
posl ol the diocese, Blackall, where
for the next lwelve years he spentl the
laborious and difieult Tife of the bush
misgionary. The hardships endured
in Lhe far West, aspesially during a
season of prolonged drough!, can be
understand only by lhose who have ex_
perienced (hem. His fellow_priests
and olhers who knew him in the West
aan recount many stories of Llhose hard
days befure (he train or the molor-
car came Lo DBlackall, when the only
conveyanee available for the energetic
and zealous priest in hig long Journeys
was lhe well-known rough and dusty
horse-coach. Some three years ago
Fr. Wolfe was called from the West
and appainted to the more sellled par-
ish of Childers, With bodily health
undermined, bul with a spiril un-
dapnted and a zeal unguenched, he
entered his new field of labour with
Lthe same whole-souled love of Lthe Div-
ine Master as characterised all his
labours in the vast parish of Blackall,
I was npt long before his genial and
kind-hearted nature won for him the
affection of all c¢lasses, and now Lhat
he has given up the good work, the
sueeess he altained is told aloud by
all who know him, and ean be raad,
oo, in the pravers of his people and
the tears of the liltle children.

About six monlhs ago Fr. Wolle
was atfacked by a painful and absiin-
ate form of rheumatism, In spite of
this, however, he worked on, and il was
only in order to attend the annual
retreal of the elergy Lhat he came Lo
Brishane aboul three weeka ago. Then
he sawl, and it would appear, too, that
he was on the mend, but the respils

from pain was of shorl duration, for
al the close of Lhe Relreal he was enm-
pelled to enter the Mater Misericor-
dim Hospilal for trealment. At once
il was seen that his syzlem bad been
Loo enfechled by long suffering Lo hold
oult any longer. Those who loved him
and knew him prayed wilhoul ceasing

that Almighty God might spare b
useful 1 During his final illness his
four grief-stricken sisters wers with
h Hoe wasz visiled daily by the Rew,
Fr. O'Flynn, parizh priesl of Forfituds
Valley, who administéred the lasl sac-
raments on Sunday. Oclober 5. His
Grace Archbishop Duohig, who had
formed & elose friendship with him
in the Irizsh College {Rome:, where
Lhey were fellow-sludenis, and who
ever since has had for him the highest
esleem and affection, visiled him fre-
quently. His fellow priesis, loo, some
from  distant parts of the diocese,
came (o see him and pray for him.
All that loving affection, combined with
the most skilled nursing of the Sis-
Llers of Merey, could do, was power-
less tn save his life, and with soul
purified and strenglhened by all ithe
lasl sacramenis, and in perfecl resig-
nation, he passed peacefully away at B
o'cloek on the morning of October 8.
His remains, vesied, as is the cus—
tom always wilh a priesl, in the sacred
vesimenls of lhe Mass, and encased in
a rich cedar coffin, reposed before the
High Allar in Si. Stephen’s Cathedral
from Thursday afternoon till afier ihe
Solemn HRequiem Mass on Friday
morning. DPuring this lime the Cathe_
dral was viziled by a siream of friends
—priests and people—who came to
look on the face so ecalm and happy
in doalh, and to offer a prayer for the
etlernal repose of his soul. Early on
Friday morning, besidez the cormmun-
ily Mass offered by Rev. Fr. Byroe, Ad-
ministirator of the Cathedral. Masses
were niffersad in the Cathedral for the
repose of his soul by twa of his rela-
Lives, Rev. Fr. Lane (of Ipawich) and
=)

Rev, Fro Murphy (of Grmpie . AL 9

o'clock the Solemn Requiem Office was |

in chuoir by the {ollowin-
(—HRev. Frs, J. Byrnee (Si. *

n's), Dorrigan (Soullh Brishe
MeCarthy (Red Hill!, O'Flynn Forte.
tude Valley), lLesa {Rosalie), (VLeary
{Coorparoo), Ryvan (Pitlsworth), Galo
lagher (Encggera), Canali (Foriduode
Valley!, Walsh (Waaloowin:, Staple-
lwoa (Goodoa), (Wynnum
Gowen (Hamlle Nundah ),
MeGaoldrick Stephen™s | Keileher
(Toowoomba), Lane [(Ipswich), Mas-
terson (Ipswich!, Murphy (Gy €].
Cagney, G.E2.R., and Whelan, C.88.R.
AL the concluzion of the divine office,
a solemn Requiem Mass waz sung.

The funeral, which ineluded the four
sisters of the deceased and several
others of the Sisters of Mercy, all the
ahovenamed priests, and a large con-
eourse of friends, amongst whom were
many who had travelled ail the way
from Childers, left the Cathedral im-
mediately after Mass for the Catholis
Cemetery af Nudgee. The execulive
of the Boulhern Dizlrict of the HA.CH,
Boclely, who had been enleriained by
Fr. Wolfe. as president of the loeal
branch, on the oecasion of the anuuwal
conference of the sociely, held in Sep-
tember at Childers, were also present.

The mortal remaing of the departed
priest were lovingly laid o rest in
sacréd ground beside many of his fel-
low-labourers who had gone befors
him. The prayers al the grave
were recited by Lhe Rev. Fr., O'Flynn,
who was aszsisled by the large number
of priesis present.

We join with the whole community
in exlending heartfelt sympathy (o tha
relalives of the deceased priest in
Queensland and Ireland, and in pray-
ing for the eternal repose of Lhe soul
of the Rev. Fr. Wolfe.
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- Prompt and Careful Attention

A Splendid Assortment of CATHOLIC CHURCH REQUISITES Just to Hand.
We invite Your Inspection or, if unable to call, Your Order by Mail will receive our

XA316.

| ASK US TO SEND YOU OUR NEW SUMMER CATALOGUE |

Xca2a.

Holy Bibles, moroceo, 3/8, 7/8,
8/6,17/8, 22/8. .
Prayer Books, well bound and
neal finish, 1d., 4d., 414., 6d.,
ed., 10d., 1/3, 1, 2/6,
2/11,3/6, 6/86, 10/8 cach.

Prayer Books, with handles,
look like a bag, 6711 each.

Treasury of (he Sacred Heart,
1/=, 1/8, 1/11, 2/91,. 3/8,
and B/€ each.

New Teslaments, 2/19, 3/11
eaeh,

Prayer Books, size piclure, new
aud beauliful, 8d., 4/3, 1/11,
2/8,3/3, 4/-,5/8 Jor.

XA315.

Boapulars, blue or brown, 1d.,
2d., 3d. pair, 5 in one, &d.

Subjects, 1d.,

ways in stock,

Holy

vach,

2/8 ench.

Heart,

Rosary Beads, 3d., €d., 8d., 1/=,
1/11, 2/6, 4/11 to /11 pair.
Pictures for Framing Religious

1/8, 2/91 to 30/- each.
Meodals, a very large variely al-

Catholic Truth Societies’ Pub-
lications, 10/~ gross,

Catechisms, 10d. doz.

XA316.

Walter Fonts,
1/8, 1/11, 2/8, 3/11, B/&

Statuse—while plaster statues,
Sacred Hearl, Bt. Joseph, The
Blessed Virgin, 5t. Anthony,

Small While Slalues of Bacred
51, Joseph and The
Biessed Lady, 3d. each.

3d., ed., 1/=,

6d., ¥/

Coloured Statues, a very large
and beauliful assortment al-
ways in stock, 9d., 1/8, 1/11,
2/8 each.

XA3T.

Crueifixez, to stand, 1/11, 2/6,
2/11, 3/11, 8/11 each.

Crucifixes, (o stand., while
metal, 9d., 1/= 1/1, 1/8,
2/8, 2/11, 3/3, 4/11, 8'11,
7/8, 10/8, 12/8@ cach

Crucifixes, fo bang, 8d., 1/3,
1/11, 2/11, 3/11, /11, 7.8,
10/6 sach.

Crucifixes for Rosary Beads,
3d., #1d., 6d., 8d. cach.

Crucifixes, brass, 8in. 1/11

each,

The House of
The People ::

T. C. BEIRNE & CO.

The Valiey,
BRISBANE.
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