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JESS: ‘than 15% ..of the
members of Dail Eireann

~have a working or. ‘fluent

knowledge of- the Irish’ lan-
guage, yet successive Gov-
ernments have approved of
compulsory Irish in schools,
have subsidised. its expan-
sion everywhere and have
never shown the faintest
concern for the moral ‘wel-
fare of citizens who are
hampered -at home and
abroad by ‘this compulsion,
citizens who have never
been permitted the luxury of
deciding whether - compul-
sory Irish is.right or wrong.
Certainly these Governments
have a. lot to .answer for.
They have shown an appall-
ing indifference to a vital
question over the years.

. 'At present the knowledge of
schoolchildren is spread over two
languages, with the result that
their general education is far
from what it should be. By all
means let Irish be taught in the
schools, but do not deprive a boy
of his Leaving Certificate because
he fails in Irish. :

A boy can fail in mathematics, in
physics and chemlstry and yet
gain his Leaving Certificate. Sadly
enough, however, -these other
subjects are far more important
than Irish in this age of scientific
advancement. Boys who fail their
Leaving Certificate have no choice
but to board the emigrant ship,
and of what use is Irish when
these lads approach the foreman
of an English factory-or builder's
yard in search of a jpb?~

worst fanaties -

Irish will be of even less use to
latter-day employees of Germans,
Japanese and Heaven-knows-who
at home. ‘Yet the mockery goes
on year after year, and this out-
standing bone of contention has
never been submitted directly to
the . entire electorate of the
country. |

A Qoi‘ce» from the

Misunderstood
‘(Generation

To the Editor
EAR SIR,—As an individual of
the unfortunate misunderstood
generation, 1 have a right to object
to the insinuation that we are all
(or even the majority) a lot of silly
one track-minded “little kids.”

It strikes me that when Mr. Keane
was collecting the trump-card for his
article, he picked the most shallow-
minded teenager he could . find, [
agree with him, there are plenty of
such people everywhere, but  the
public must agree they are not in the
majority. = )

This may not be a consoling
thought, but we are the adults of
to-morrow, The half-wit who
shouted " “Spit on me, CIiff" should
be certified and I can assure you we
don't all wish for such degradation
from another human being. As a

ossible expianation for this behav-
our, I wou’d suggest inferiority
complex. She must have had a de-
ficien¢y in her up-bringing and is
more to be pitied than ridiculed. .

The average Cliff fan sees him as
good-logking" (it might not have
occurred to Mr. Keane but a “baby-
face™ can be quite appealing) young
actor- with a wonderful voice—
nothing - more.

I am a nurse and work in a com-
munity of people from all over the
World—Nigeria, Jemaica, Canada,
Burma, India. The majority are
English but about 25 per cent are
Irish. -1 would be very .ashamed if
any of my collegues should read-
that article. :

To summarize the whole thing, Mr.
Keane is living in the past and
wants everybody else there with
him. He hasn't a hope, not the way
he is trying anyway, .

In his plays, he has ridiculed the
Irish, made them sound crude, vul-

ar and uneducated.  As you know
at is untrue, It may be amusing
for those in [reland, but they don't
bave to live it down.
Young Disgusted Tralec Girl.

GAEL LINN BREAK
THE BARRIER!

EAR SIR —~Irish music will never

g0 down. with teenagers when
people like Mr. Keane continue
pushing it down our throats. I want
to congratu’ate Gael-Linn on iaking
a pop song in Irish. At least they
know how to get through to teen-
agers, ~ . ‘ :

Disgusted 18-year-o'd,
. Tralee. = -

Telephone : Killarney 342 for

FLOWERS, HEADDRESSES and CAPS.
WREATHS

(Artificial Wreaths always in stock; £n
- Made by Interflora Florlst,
MARIE PERRY

(Esta'.blls'l').e&;'l'.iS(os;'el.' 17 years) )

Cirained L’dbﬂ:oh ‘School of Flofistry)
WRITE or. .CALL to:

“ KERRY FLORIST,” -

25, ‘Henn Street, Killarney
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"" '|.some even harder questions, I got
the correct answers in almost every-

"Teenager” title
an excuse for
misbehaviour

EAR SIR,—I am one hundred per

cent with John HB. Keane and
\ully  smare his views on the
“1eenage smenace.” | uwust parens
will give some thought to hss com-
ments.

The title “teenager” is one which
I find irritating. Such a title seems
(0 ve an excuseé lor youngsters 10
behave in a most outrageous fashion
cumpiete.y Jgnuring. goeul Lislince:s
ana a coue OI proper benaviour.

The amusing (is that the proper
WOIus) - LuDg. 1S -lnat parents scem
frigawened w excercisg. control 1ur
fear of giving their oif-spring a
“complex.” Tncre's a Jot 10 o awa
for a good old-tashioned licking with
a: swrup! : . v

‘The- sight of -a boy dressed in
lurex -tureaded suits witn- wide,
pagded snouders. and narrow
Lrousers, a ongat garnisa S:urt wiin
SNOEs mounted un rubber pial.orms,
makes me cringe. Actually, the
overail ewect 15 ndicutous. Luoking
at .the girls in their swicidal hign
heels and painted pusses, mages me
wonder waat- has nappened to the
well scrubbed Miss o1 vays gone by.

I understand tnat by dritaamng o
such a rasnion that the teenagers
are “‘expressing” tnemseives,

. When tney are not “twiicaing' in
a shack bar to tne beat of a pup
record, they are-wancermg in Jurge
groups around. Lae Sireeis, con-
s.anuy on tne Jook:-out .10r. some
muscn.ef 0 get up to. Tne guas
wanuer along arm in am, >,ag
sometuing crunt the “uaat  pavaue,”
wilie tne boys siouch along talking
and laugoing . lovdy aumond  uicues
seives ur nuoting and cai-calling &t
passers-ny,

It | nud my way, 1 would round
up the gorrs and give them a g-nsd
wasn and some tru:y feminine
clownes w wear, and awer a suanar
ircatment for e boys, 1 wouid send
ine Jot. packing to work on a laim
lor some monwis where they woulu
und p.enty of opportainicy o ex-
Press”™ temselves in e right way,

. Yours,
Maury McCaithy,
Cloncarl,
Dugciin

SOUND TALK!

EAR SIR,—Sound ‘-man, John B.

About time -somebody took
Luse crazy, nuxed-up leenagers s
tas£.. Goa be wiln tne days not so
00g ago wihen  teenagers  se.d
Nounnyg oetter tnan a goud gai.. ut
huinng or 100tban-atter sciuoul. NOW
atl ey do s stand around street
corners and up againsc Suup Wine
aows, sputling “torm” as they put
it, If they hau their way tney'a have
every ractory n the country turmng
out ‘pup” records and sucn like, 1f
I haa my way 1'd puila a Teenuger
Kocket and sepa the Jot of them
N0 space. And gooa riacance.!

- ‘*Outraged,’ ,

Lo,

-.MR. KEANE'S TEENAGE
~ FRIEND STUPID

A CHARA,—Mr. Keane's 17-year-
LA old friend, must be abnormally
stupid, because on putting the same
questions to members of the same
age group-here in Ballybunion, and

£ase

‘THE TEENAGE MENACE

‘We -like Elvis -

—and Strauss’

EAR SIR,—We are two 18-year-
olds who wou'd endeavour to
enlighten Mr. Keane that the
majority of teenagers to-day, as well.
as being fans of “Elvis" and “CHfT™
ete,, t orouihly enjoy  Strauss,
Handel, and the work of many other
great composers, ) o
The aim of the majority of teen-
agers to-day is to make Ireland
roud of them, epg. the Congo
roops, and not to ‘display such ig-
norance, immorality and uncouth-
ness as we are subjected to by some
of our Irish playwrights. .'
Twist and rock 'n roll. when not
taken too far will never corrupt the
minds of those who hear and see it.
“Daddy-O" and **Way out man" are
innocent words compared to those
taken from some of our Irish plays.
We both work in a bacon factory
and assure Mr. Keane that th, sales
of pigs heads have increased con-
siderably over the recent years.
Two Round Squares,
Leith, .
Tralee..

BOSH!
® /7
IR, —~Just because John B. Keane
has written a few plays doesn't
mean to say he is an authority on
Education, people or teenagers.
“The = Teenage Menace” _ . indeed!
That puts the tin hat on things.
What are teenagers? a pack of
anima's? a group of mentally de-
ficient people who have to wait for
time to cure their ailment? Bosh!
Each generation went through the
same phase and there was always
something new, Take the *“‘Roaring
Twenties,” as they are referred to.
Didn't the teenagers of then go wild
over the “Charleston”? And those
same teenagers are now our parents!
I wou'd like to inform Mr. Keane
that I have met and spoken to CIliff
Richards and some other young pop
singers and they were all very nice
young men, : .
‘Wherever did Mr, Keane find the
teenager who supposedly answered
those qustions? Who docs he expect
will swallow that rot?
It will be intercstini
Mr. Keane's children behave when
they reach their teens. Will he
practise what he preaches?
Yours, )
One who believes in the
TRUTH. -

- ASTONISHED

EAR EDITOR,—I was absolutely
astonished at  Mr. Keane's
o'pim_on of Irish teenagers. T wonder,
if he actually regrets the fact that
he is not one of the “narrow-
trousered delinquents,"” due.to the
fact that he Is no-longer a teenager.
‘It is amazing that in this modern
aﬁe. with such high standards of
education, that there can be found
such an ignorant teenager as the
one interviewed by Mr. Keane, |1
wonder what apgenled to him in
this girl, whom he considered "an
average teenager.” I doubt if this
gir] ever existed. :

to see how

and because one hysterical teenager
wished to be spat on .by  Cliff
Richard during his recent visit to
Ireland, does not mean that we all
follow her pattern, :
~ “CIliff Richard fan,"”
- Lohercannon,

" “Ballybunion Teenager.”

Tralee.
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It takes all kinds to make a:world..
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Compulsory Irish
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. Suspicion is rooted deep in. the
minds of the majority who are not
against the Irish language but are
undoubtedly against compulsoty
irish,” It is commonly believed
that those who preach and-pro-
muigate- compulsory Irish are in
search of lucrative positions and
material advancement. In many
cases this is true but in.many
others it is not so, as there are
many who genuinely believe in
what they preach.

" ‘Another sad. aspect of the Irish
question' is the name-changing
which has taken place in'recent
years, People whose names are
written in English on Baptismal
and Birth Certificates have found
it politic and. profitable to sign
themselves now in Irish. In this
category many of the worst type
of fanatics are found, fanatics who
accuse those who object to com-
pulsory Irish of being West
Britons and Shoneens, If Irishmen
with opinions and convictions of
their own on the language question
are to be labelled thus, there is a
grievous sickness in the minds of
a self-styled patriotic minority.

Many of our lads in the Congo
do not believe in compulsory Irish
but this did not stop them from
being true and reliable Irishmen,
nor does it stop a large majority
of the people from being con-
scientious and upright citizens of
the Irish Republic. Unquestionably
a referendum is the only solution
but it is hardly likely, since the
fanatics, - who hold the more
responsible positions, would never
permit a free vote on the subject
since they know that defeat by an
overwhelming majority is in-
evitable. '

Thig fanatical minority is the
most serious threat to the
language, No real Irishman wants
to-see the abolition of Irish, What
he wants is that the opinion of
the majority should prevail. Most
of those who favour compulsory
Irish are- blinded by the facts and
will listen- to no_ argument, no
matter how convincing, that might
threaten to lead to its abolition,

In every country in the world

‘there -are -minority groups who

insist upon imposing their con-
victions on the majority. We have
seen what this has led to in other
countries, ' .

no necessily

The question is ripe for argu-
ment in the Dail but our Dail
members do not seem to care.
Most of them, when questioned

on the subject, will admit instantly
to being against compulsory Irish,

but some unseen and very potent

force makes them tonguetied and
noncommittal when they occupy
their seats in Dail Eireann,

A strong argument put forward
by those who endorse compulsory
Irish is that the Jews succeeded
in restoring Hebrew as the spoken
language . of the young Jewish
nation. This was, in fact, a strong
economic necessity rather than a
true and patriotic feeling for the
restoration of Hebrew.

Before the birth of the Jewish
nation, when Jews from all
auarters of the world were being
illezally shipped to the homeland
and congregated in vast camps and
comoounds, a chaos ensued that
would put the confusion at the
Tower of Babel to shame, These
Jews came from.countries as far
apart as Peru and Lithuania,
Australia and Norway, which left
them without a common denom-
inator of expression, They were
assembled from every country on
the face of the globe, and they
brought with them the languages
of those countries. A means of
communication understood by all
had to be established, - The obvious

A boot for the

parents, foo

EAR SIR,—I thoroughly agree

with John "B, Keane that a
good, hard size. eleven in the
pants might be a cure for the
modern menace-of teenageism,

However, [ think that some
parents should get a dose of this
same medicine to bring them to
their senses and make them live u
to their responsibilities, Too muc
de'inquency is the resu't of parental
pampering. If a number of teenagers
got. less pocketmoney and had to
seek permission before they went
out at night we would have less
hooliganism and concientious people
would have less .fears for their
growing-up daughters. '

1f the ‘menace goes uncontrolled
there can be little hope for the
moral, let alone the economic salva-
tion of Ireland.

Yours,

Michael Bradley,
Limerick.

TAduI’t's encouragin g'
The Menace

EAR SIR,—I fully support J. B.
Keane’s statements on teen-
agers and was more than pleased to
read such an article In The
Kerryman, .
‘However it is my sincere view
that adults are merely encouraging
teenagers to dress and act as they
do, by lavishing too much attention
and interest on them,
They should be treated as rather
silly children who still have a lo% of
rowing up to do, before they can
e considered capable of taking
their place in Society. Obviously at
present they cannot be relied upon
to think or act for themselves.
In the mean-time, parents and re-
sponsible bodies should treat their
actions with- amusement, but from
time to time should let young people
know -in no uncertain manner ‘that
the world is not their own private
bear garden.
" Yours, y
Round Square,

Killarney

advancement of the

.. - JOHN B, KEANE

choice was Hebrew, since: all- had
a smattering of this from the
prayers and rites of their religion.
It was a difficult undertaking but
it worked because it had to work.
It was an absolute necessity and
in no way can comparison be made
with the language revival in
Ireland. :

We have a language understood
by all, and there'is no necessity
for another language which is
;:orgpletcly unknown outside Ire-
and. :

Roman, which is the language of
the Swiss, is not a compulsory
subject. It is not even taught in
the schools of Switzerland. As one
would expect,- because it is not
compulsory it is spoken by the
maijority of the Swiss people. The
Swiss Government have a much
more practical approach to educa-
tion than the irresponsible succes-
sion of native Governments in
Ireland,

more desirable

In the schools of Switzerland,
while there is. no compulsion,
emphasis is nevertheless put on
the study of German, French and
English; A practical and cour-
ageous Government sees no point
in encouraging the teaching of a
language which-is of no use out-
side” Switzerland, In their far-
sightedness the Swiss educational
authorities see clearly the useless.
ness of Roman when the country

.

Language
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_enters . the Common Market, but

sees the need for a grasp of the
languages spoken by the. other
Common Market -countries,

In Irish "schools = compulsory
German, French, Italian -and
English would seem to be much
more desirable from 'an economic
standpoint than compulsory Irish.
Teaching,  through the medium,
has proved itself a drastic failure,
yet the foolhardiness of it all'is
continually. -overlooked by ' the
authorities; - ,

- Another cogent argument- which

must of itself defeat the present
system is the unfairness found at
all levels of competitive appoint.
ments where a written and oral
knowledge of Irish is called for.
How can the Department of Edu-
cation be so blind to.the injustice
of a Gaeltacht-born _candidate
entering into unfair competition
with a boy who comes from a
home where no Irish is spoken?
This. alone makes compulsory
Irish unjust and seriously hampers
students not Jucky enough to be
born in a Gaeltacht area.

no place

1f compulsory Irish ever suc-
ceeds in doing away with English,
it can only breed' insularity and
lead to misguided and dangerous
patriotism. It cannot help us
internationally and it is doubtfui if
it will gain for us prestige or
extra recognition abroad. A much
more progressive step- would be
for the Government to prepare its
citizens for entry into the Com-
mon . Market by stressing the
importance and urgency of the
acquisition of German, French,
Ita(lian and other Continental
languages. .

A fluent knowledge of Irish will
not help -businessmen nor aspiring
candidates for positions within the
Common Market, but a -fluent
knowledge of a:Continental
language in addition to English
most certainly will.

Compulsory Irish has no place
in the Ireland of to-day. Those who
say otherwise can only be looked
on as irrational and illogical.

Lest there be any confusion in

Watch out for dry skin

* —winter’s danger signal !

-~

“says Helena Rubinstein

. FEELING ‘WEATHER WORN'?
World renowned cosmetician Helena -
'Rubinstein has made a special study -
of "winter" skin, with its dry, blotchy
patches. Her formula is cleanse,
nourish, moisturise.” . . - i |
CLEANSE With PASTEURISED FACE
CREAM seeciAL: Gentle and pure, it
Jeaves your skin soft and smooth,
beautifully freshandclean,6/9&13/-.

NOURISH Above all, your skin .
needs nourishment — the vital oils

AVAILABLE
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“and precious moisture of famous

BEAUTY OVERNIGHT CREAM. It will do
more for your skin in two weeks
than two years normal care, 11/6.

MOISTURISE Feed ' moisture to

-your skin every hour of the 24 with

SKIN ; DEw — the -only . preparation

- that feeds pure moisture to your

skin, 21/-.And make-upwith Helena
Rubinstein’s famous real silk cos-
metics — specially formulated with

moisture-retaining ingredients. -

T.J. BROSNAN 10 Henry Street Kenmare
T.J. HARTY 30 Castle Street Traleo|
J. J. SEWELL Medical Hall Killarney

O'CONNORS PHARMACY :
7 Market Street Listowel Co Kerry

D. V. O'SULLIVAN 18 Main Street -
Cahirciveen Co Kerry b o

the minds of those who favour
compulsory Irish as to why such
a majority of people are bitterly
cpposed’ to it, let me summarize.
Compulsory Irish has not restored
the language, It has created many
new enemies of the language. It
has dénied suitable appointments
at all levels to men of outstanding
ability and acceptable . qualifica-
tions because they lacked a com-
petent knowledge of Irish for jobs
which do not need a competent
knowledge of Irish. It has led to
confusion and in many cases back-
wardness in general education, It
has not helped the: economy  of
the coutry. 1t "has proved useless
to our annual shipments of exiles
and shown . them . .that
attention to other subjects would

more.

have paid better dividends in their
new-found employment. - -

In every country in the.world
children are taught to count and
read in one language. Irish child-
ren are expected to count and read
in two Janguages, '

The answer to this vexing and
vital question of national import-
ance lies in a referendum, but it
must be now; to decide once and
for all whether the people of Ire-
land want compulsory Irish or not,

Lastly, no person has the right
to denounce those who do not
believe in-compulsory Irish, or to
label them as Shoneens and West
Britons or any other name likely
to bé necessitated by an in-
defensible policy and -a vastly
outnumbered minority. :
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It's about time somebody thought of a man-sized biscuit like these new Jacob’s Rich
Tea, Jacob's are always ahead in new things. Ahead in taste 100, Thesg new Rich Tea ... .., ... ..,

-

THE PEOPLE WHO BAKE BETTER BISCUITS BETTER EVERYDAY

" don’t-want butter, you can taste it there a.lready._Ummmm'-m; Good. From Jacobs.
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