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473-MILLION DEFICIT.
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MR, CHAMBERLAIN'S REVISED FIGURES. MOTION.
{ —

NEARLY DOUBLE THE BUDGET ESTIMATE. | lAPOURASD CAPTAL LEVY.
I (From our Political Correspondent.)
i Loxpoxn, Moxpay.

ARMY'S INCREASE OF 118 MILLIONS.

( HANCELLOR'S ESTIMATE FOR NORMAL $00-MILLION
BUDGET.

4 -
¢ 1 tie promised revised statement of theexpenditnre at £308,0(4,0600. and the receipts
v o oral talance-sheet for the present year:at £3U6.500.000 (including excess profits duty

! H:._-ﬁ,,,

or its substitute).

Woorae Mro Chomheriain budgeted incighting forces is placed at £135,600.000. In
vor e deticis of £250,000,000 to be added | the 1915314 Budget—the fast pre-war fgures—
: "o Nutionn' Debr, he now contemplates 2 the fehting services accounts-d for £30,435,000

Ceogroor LIT3.615,000, nearly twice as much! Euub of a total of £209,455,000.

An nereas of over L100,000,000 in the’

v enn! esrenditure aget’ oa fall of over:

o B

REVISED STATEMENT
(1919-20).

sitv) in the receipts mbke up the;
S0k aditional detiert,

et <hiare of the inerease is set down |
oL 26000y, the navyi'

RO } i Civil Scrvices The normal revenue collection for the current
NN T A +he v Services,; : ; ¢ ¢ reut
o .: ’,;" ' ne ' !ycar is proceeding satisfactorily. Al heads of
Lo Lt 0 : ‘ :
- o o - e . Civlan ave a e X i3 s v
vt L Mel Chuorehiil ialso, Luland Revenna except Excess Profits Duty
| 1
;

are exnectl 'to fulfil or exceed the Budget
e~timpate. Sorme £20.000,000 ot Excess Profits
Duty may tall into next finaneial year instead
o e eurreps year, but this joss is more than

s oshevs that b gy’ in-
Vpncindes £60.060.009 the cost!
of Qeiupation pavieent for.
d . and £20.000.600

v i deserrn n
and Excise and other heads,

On the other hand, Apprepriations in Aid are
noz beine realizsed as quickly as anticipated.
and the Jliscellaneous Revenue is dininished
by the continuance of the Food Control. which
prevents the windiug np of the food purchase
aceounts and tie reurn of the working capital
to the Exchequer. The chief itemns of Appro-
priaiions in Aid, which it is now

evident cannot
l.e received this yeuar, are:—

dererring he e Dominions of-
v the maintenanee of their tvoops,

: Thee sale of horses. &e.. re-
b dn rereipts to SR miiliens, and”
s J6 mttiions of inereased expen-
Clans LT GT) far pay insrenses
o fon dap wae graduitios. The rise:
ectiaterd o cost us

s s

; S St Bndt of the venr the Army 10 Repayments, mainly by Australia
v Catiraie an ot neth owine t})' rer minditenance of Australian 20,000,000
VI th 3;,.‘\_ & ],._: (_-:‘1_()()().:()0(]" - CTOL TS e ciei e )

Repavinent by Germany for the
ot ol th2 Army of Occupa-
tion

Snomt o Aprid ;:-'ri(;ql. however, a -
Lo G s estimated as a conse-
o belemobilisation than seas
inal statement,

_ Borewsa s alnost earirely due’
HOoverent i pay.

68,000,000

The estimated value as at 31zt Muaich last of
he stocks affected by the continuance of the
Food Cunto.l was £65,900,000. Receints on ae-
count of tuese items will be carried into next

[$ 3]

yaar s Ll'{,")'d}l[:\'. R A

vl Scryice 608-Mitlian Estimate. Tho avtucl inerease of expenditure over the

S . ' . e oy Budest covimate, as apart from the non-reeipt

Yoroe e dnerease neder the freading Civil 507 (0000 Appropriations in Aid postponed

- i is mainly on aceount of war (i liter Fears, i3 £133,195,080. Tt will be seen

VERZ e GON, taans to Allies that wor’ penzions, war bouus, extra poliee

gty TR 7 0 r

R coal mines Joficioner 2o el expenaes Jue o shie strike account

Yy che ceppad “-;.,.X\ 1:-., Yo ..‘..;,4,1'\. o S 000, Toans to Allies or £32,000.000, ami

A P hitrmes o 5 560 0001 I0er 2=cd pay 1o gy, navy, and Air Foree for

; S polive chavZes GISA000M. T g T o nuiking  tozether £97,500,000 out of
o tndeexpenzes (E3500000 0 and T erenl merease of £133,195,C00.

Sroensenl oredie (€12.069,050)— repay- _ .

v gl . . o the docrease of £39,700,000 under

totesoand B are expected to yicid : 1< Revenue (Table 11) a note adds

) . »owas originally esti- the main iteins in the original estimate

: voUIEOG0Y of the execess nudirahiz Dead were realizations by the .\lll;l.‘*-

no v 1all nio next vear instead of frles of Manitiens and Shipping and the value

: S L o} . H ini . A
Vi Tha fall in miscellancons 95 Stovis hieid by tiie Ministry of Food, the

Lomain!y due e the faet that the

Bour § oF Tra le, bouehit out of advances origin-

soanee of gaed contrel holds wp the ally viaels tiomy Votes of Credite U\'\'_i‘ng to the
o eapitd which otherwise would hava cont e ol xlcorl 1:urc1lm=ii01&. :\-x.lmx:lntpl:g
STITE . s Fxeheator 1 wind up ood aceounts 13
B o ‘h". Foxe e 5..3: 3 s : wowiie'e capital invested in them to the
Chapeellar sots cut the main items in voner in avl92d. This accounts for u

cear's  Civil  Service  expenditure  of Liheir this year of £65.000.000, partly made good

o 2000 whieh includes  £147 060,000
o Dotanions and aliies, £67.C00.000 for
soredinave, and LMGAN000 for the bread

by th- inerease in other items. The re
i as~tt i~ postponed until naxe year.

s ay pewded 1o Table ITL explain that
the  Debn ehrge  is decreased by the
ment wade by the United States ta post

!
At

(PN r
1

-( Teonther

BN "ain riw puats the National ere~t on Allied Debt, £5.200.000 allonw-

i o LR TARLE ne compared with made for increased  borrowin ::p(l.
CTestetas Dcesimare in April, Againsg hicher vates of fuegestt that the tnurease 107
! nhivos  war aseets  totalline the navy is almuet entt ely ('l_m.-‘_to inercazed

R PR .. T TS iy of e nens 1 that the Adr Service reduction

A et v el L3e0000%0 from ine 1o the imm<for of expenditnre on wind-

whi it do net take into account any
Tayaetis we oty el frem Germany.
A ** Normzl ™ Year.

In a vavewent for +

e un direrait contracts to the Vote for the
Mini<trv of Muniticus: and that of theinereass
of E£4.350.0 30 for Revenue Departiients £4,752.000
iz «liie o the cost of war bonua.

“nermal 77 year—not’  Tic Chancellor's tigures are as follows:—

TABLE L—SUMMARY AND COMPARISON,

As rdin Av 10w Meve o7 lecs than
N ugei. et ‘!I'u:(':d. in t_hesﬂudge!.
1.451.122.022 1.642,595.000 + 19_1,195.000
1,241.122,020 1.168,652,000 -~ 32,450,000
Desiedt ivenienenes reensarresanienaneiiaes - 250,000,005 473,535.000 + 223,645,000

TABLE IL—ESTIMATED REVENUL.

As rpctinatedn A= now Aere o7 less than
- ine 'l:".:'.:;vl. (-x'\;gu;:-'d. in t:xesnudgel.
LT PN eevereene e ara e 139,500,008 +  £0,500,000
i L5t . tiisieus tmssmsemsssssssmasa 3.36.500.C00 <+ 18,000,000
:. e nvluding super-tax 324,000.C00 ———
T .. u(h?.‘?.. aper 287,000,600 - 20,000,000
c i.'and Revenue duties 53,500,800 + 5,002,000
Toi! tax revenue ... 953.590.507 + 23,500,000
- t; 43,000.020 - 2,300,000
' P B T N SRS PTOPRUIN . 650.(.(’;’)01' 1-73-0\40
1. -+. :ram ¢undry loans . 2,752,000 11,500,2 + 752,08
ALl OUS e e e 2000700000 130,000,000~ 59,700,000
Foial TeVENUE ...vcrevevevesssssesecnsonneonna. - LEJL100,C 0 1.158,550.000 - 22,450,000
TABLE UL—ESTIMATED EXPENIITURE.
' ’ Aue note 2 As now More ¢ ; jecs than
\'“'t.n.ﬂt'd. n l‘nrﬂﬁudge!.
Y et Dabp FEPVICES . . i e 335.000,000 - 15,000,000
T. e cuit to local taxation account . . 9.783.500 —_——
= 18 £ 1305 1 S T T .. s‘mo’co:) —
. ¢ hiedated Fund services .o 1.832,000 -
361,585,000 .-  15,000,(00
Ay ceasseseracane woruarasee S, R 435,000.000 + 118,000,000
N 150,430,000 + 10,800,000
N 57,3G0.002 - 09.000,%
. ices vneludipg war pens §02.C00,000 -+  £5,195,0C
Ve e J;;n'z;ue‘m.s sz 5,200,000 + 6,389,000
S...w.nie jor contingencies ... - 16,180,000
1.282,700,000 + 206,195,000
1,421,100,200 1,642,295,000 + 191.195.000

T3tal €xpenditure ..ovmmeenrrceissinennsss

Details of the increased expenditure, the National Debt statement, Mr. Chamber-
‘s estimate for a normal year, and Mr. Churchill's statement on the increased

e Chanveilor of the Excheyuer yesterday ! nexi vear—Mr. Chamberlain  estimates the

Tn this the figure for ihe-

wtle good by 1he inereased yield from Customs:

Reval Conmnission on Sugzar and Wheat, aud the

THE FINANCE DEBATE.

LIBERAL ‘NO CONFIDENCE’

Though the revised cstimates of revenue
“and expenditure were cireulated this morn-
ing, very few members to-day seem to have
found time to read them.  Consequently.
-apinions on matters of detail. or even gencral

FRESH REBUFF

OCTOBER 28. 1919:

< 1"‘.

MINISTERS AND THEIR
DEFEAT.

NEW AMENDMENT
ACCEPTED.

0N

WOMEN'S BILL. f

(From our Parliamentary Correspondent.)

) Wistwivsrer, Moxpay NIGHT.
Nullnng was ety nndone by the Govern-

%(-riti(-isms. were lacking.,  Most  of  the
; members scem to have just glanced at the

"swollen total ¢f expenditure and to have found
Certainly there was gravity
s enougit ahout it.

“it staggering.

I: is curious that nowhere in any of the
papers are we shown where the drastic cut-
ting down has taken place. A finanvial
committee of the Cabinet has been at work
for some time overhauling the estimates of
all departments. conferring with their chicfs,
and, wo have heen told. cutting down  the
- oxpeuditure in the most drastic way. A
Elzn'go part of thiz euiting, T understood, and
!e\'cryuno understoad, was to apply teo the
"expenditure of the present financial year, so
{ that the latter half of the year might in
some measure make up tor the alarming costli-
i ness of the first hatf. The production of the
:]mpers was delayed until the Commjttee had

firished its work, and the papers were sup-
posed to Le based on ir. .
Yer nowhere, cither in 2 detailed way or
'in a general way, is there any estimate of
i the economies made by the Cabinet for the
present financial year. or. faor that matter,
-for the next.  One can only say that if this
is the balance-sheet afrer erastic economies,
-with its ackuowledged deficit of £473.615.500,
. what would it have heen without any drastic
feconomies ¥
1
© A Forecast of Reduced Armaments.

' 'Hw. paper in which there are any
.speculative figures of reduction of expendi-
ture are in the memorandum by the Chan-
“celior of the Exchequer piving “very tenta-
tive revised estimates” of revenue and ex-
penditure

only

“‘normal **  vear. taking
L existing taxation and existing services on a
peace basis,

i a
This statement at least is opti-
stic. and the words “ very tentative ™’ are
Ciralicised.  There is nothing to tell us when
that normal year will come. when oll war
services will have ccased and all snbeidies
~will have heen withdrawn.  The expenditnre
cuf & normal year is reckoned at £308,000,000,
and it is possible to compare 11 with the pre-
war staudard by taking prices as deuhle or
ithe value of money as halr,

, mi

Ta the first place, however, there ave sevoral
big ftems which were not represented in the
Budget before the war at all. To take the
two chick of these, ‘lebi charces and war
pensions account for CASOUMRL K, far more
than -half of the towal esdmnted expeaditure.
We mnust hegin, then, by first subtroeving this
sum (iess the pre-war £24.000.000 for Navienad
Debt services) from the tota! Tefore we can

ation compare the normal-vear Budget with o pre-

war Budget.  This leaves  £352.006G0.000—
ahout equivalruy to a pre-war Budgei of
L176.070.060, The last Bndget before the war
wits for £
clignge in the value of money, an enormous
reduction is projected  The chief pare of
thix is n the reduction o1 ihe fighiing ser-
vices, which are estimated at €1:33,000.000—
equivalent to £67,500.000 before the war.  As
i matter of fact the fighting services before

the war were in the neighbourhood of
£80,005,060. It i<, thercfore, almost
"ertirely  and  quite  consciously  on  the

‘rodection oif the fighting services 1o some-
thing considerably helow the pre-war standurd
ithat” the hope is ha-ed of an £800.000.06)
! Budget in a normal vear. The helief is that
the resule of the war nas lighiened our burden
of armatuents.

¢
i

Te:morrow's Debate.

The debate is to ocenpy the whole of Wed-
nesday and Thursday. The Chancellor of the
Exchequer wiil open it by moving a resoiv-
tion iu the rollowing terms:—

That House, realising the setrious
effeets upon the trade and industry of the
nation w«{ the enormous financial burdens

tting svom the war, promises its hearty

s

resul
suppoit to the Governmment in all reasonable
propositls, howeser drastie, for the reductivn
of expenditure and the diminution of debt.

Perhaps in the course of his statement
1 Mre. Austen Chamberlain will tell the House
hing ot the eccouomies that the Cabinet

Feoinet
I(‘uu.:uil‘me has joreed npon the deparunents,
i Two other resolttions have heen put down—
“ane hy the Tudependent Liberals and the other
by the Labour party. Those will now pre-
“sumably fall into the position of amendments
“ta the Governmoent's resoliztion.  ‘The Liberal
“resolition, which will probably be taken first,
D fe—

That thus House views with deep concewn
tire grave condition of the national finsnecs
and the mjury which thie burden of «cht andd
the scaiv of expenditure ate causing to trade,
industiy, and einployment,

Furiies that this House. in the exercise of
its anvivut richts and privileges, calls upon
the Government tu submis forthwith for its
consideration financial proposals which will
secure drastiy awd sweeping reductions in the
expenditure Jor the current tinaneial yvear and
also put en enl to the increase of debt,

Yo will he observed that this resolution
"expresses dissatisfaction with the account of
this vear's finance as presented by the Chan-

n c of the Fxchequer and Javs stress on
frmy expenditure are given on page 11.] ‘([iléoile;ﬁand for drusl'l.ic reduction this vear.
o ‘1 understand that the Government wiil re-
o “eard this resclution as a vote of no con-
. . JE— , : VIV . TTWENTV MEXM RS :fidence.
1 :H‘ }‘[Rsr‘ PEACF, (‘,:X_BI‘\EJ. . [‘\‘ ELNTS. DIEL‘IBE . !h l'[‘hu:. Labour aunlvn(lmunt also vondemns the
’ ' present expenditure—which presumabiv
. to Licuieuant Colonel Aubtey Her- o €ir R. ilome Qlinister of Pibo;“)' :lnv:\n» the uipondimrv as rc\'isezi—nnd do-
‘ !:.——\'~\(>\1|) and Major Geners! ]);n'id-! Mr. =Bf?‘;!lnr‘L3\\" (Lord 1:“"'5 t"'e"‘))' munds a levy on capital and the expropria-
o n+-. Fareham). Mr. Bnnarl Lor: Curzen (I:grel:;n ’bec_x:'e ary)- he Board Ot of war fortunes. It is put down in the
£ i.—Hant-, ’ o Mlr. H. A. L. Fisher (President of the Board. ..o o Mr. Adamson. Mr. Hodge, and Mr.
the House of. Cumm_ox}.s‘ .““‘}‘”;; of Educution) “Clvoes, and is in the foliowing terms: —
i ther the P.I‘lfl‘.e Aimister \“(i The Cabinet, which up to December, 1916, con-, That in view of the period whieh hus
4 iLe following Ministers to be mei-; cd of 11_,e'pokitical chiefs of the princuzali elapsvd sitce the signing of the Armistice
' i Cabinet i — "Governnient departinents, was reduced toa“ifr this House I of opinion that the presen
. :. (Lord Pres:ident of tie Cabinet on the formation of Mr. Lloyd Georgc::l natouat expenditure on war services is un
7 Bafour (Lo | Government at that dase, and was afterwards’  ooinalle. and steps should be taken at
it “;inhead (Lord Chancellor. fexparided into an Imperial W::rtC:l_bv“;eifbit;l:: oncs to effuzy mord drastie econornies.
o amberliin (Chancellor of th- Fx.:inchision of Ministerial representa “cb’ .« were Farther, in order 1o mcet the present
' - dmbets . pirts of the Fmpire. In 1918 its members were tinaucind bandens and assisy in liquidating the
. : ; . .. M=, 1lovd George, Farl Curzon, Mr. Bonar Law, Nativnal Debty nacasures should be adopud
N, Darnes (Minister without puit . Mr. Austen Chamberlain, Mr. Go N. Bammes, g0 fapesicion of o levy on eapital and
) ’i\';-cm,m Milner, and General Smuts. ter the reversion jo the Swte of all fortunes
% Licutenant of Ireland or the Chivl: 3 110 o Peace Cabinet, Fl'l]:-Jl Cl:“zuilﬁ::il:l wade as a zes1lt of the national emergency.
o - 3r. Buifour vxchange offices, while new = The smier
v Geldes (President of the Board ol [iio¢ represented are thase of Health, S‘rana' Fhe pr‘imlfl and the Debate.
' port. and Labour. The inclusion of the" I.or.d‘ A~ ot was Sir Donald Maclean  who asked
. te.ides (Transport Ministern iLieuw;mm or Chief Secretary of Irelan of "‘1‘1‘:’;‘; tus the day tor the debate, the Liveral amend-
. Addison (Minister of Health. a departure from the customary t;:_nrfx Secretary ent wiil probably ve taken first and Sir
i. ~zort (Home Secrctary) ) !represematiou of 1reland. Thhecgu;i o in M:. Douald Maclean will rice immediately after
“w.rsen Churchili (Seeretary ior War ' ;!0‘139. or !(z:e gi!;g:t;? :::,s:;geﬁ)nh“e held mem- Mr. Chamberlain has finished.
oL - for India) ;b:;;;;?rs x:mously. The holders of the offices ‘I'hc Prime Minister will be present througn-
L. 5 Montagu (aecretﬂrfi oSlcO‘l a.nub of Chaln)nclt)ellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, the oui the debate, but I understand that iis
w4 slunro . (Secretary -0 d~ of ;a.:x‘i- Attorney General, the Postmaster General, and present iutention is not to speak early but to
I .¢ (bresident. of the Boar £ !_ . -m::' nerd 'or of Works, who were mem- wait until he has heard what the House has
° E ' ) re Colonicst. | F!rit.tufn,m!s:‘ net.rin 1914, are also absent from tu say. It is possible ihat he may not speak
\ Milner Secretary for the Coionivsl|bers of the Cubine until the sccond day.

* Lo (First Lord of the Admiralty). 'Mr, Lloyd George's new list

100.000.000. =0 that allawing for ihe

l‘\‘-ont- to-night to recapture the esteem and,
| Possible the afiection of the House nt‘i
{Commons, everviiinge from start to finish, as

‘olonel Wedawaod testified, being ‘ beauti-
nfll“y Stilgt’-lmumg.\d,”

To begin wii came  Mr. Bonar Law’s

aruouncement of the restoration of Cabinet
i-i"."""'m"‘"l- or at any rate of a Cabinet con-
ceived on the pre-war seale of magnitude and
Now to comprice gs many as iwenty Ministers,
One would have expeeted this long-deferred
reversion 1o ihe forms of the Constitution
Lo be grected wih sutisfaction. hut apparently
too many prejudices were  stirred by the
names of the promoted Ministers to enable
the victory jor constitutionalisia to be fully
appreciated.

_Apart fron a choer for Mr, Balfour's inclu-
st 1n the list snd some murinurs at other
names a cold silence marked the prevailing
temper, varied onlv bv an irenical remon-
strance from Mr. C. ¥. White against the
omission of the nine M.P.'s recently sum-
moned to Downing Street to arrange peace
terms after the Aliens Bill defeat.

As for the MAliens Bill itself, the compromise
row  preposed by Mr, Bonar Law  (with
en?.phatic_imlicatinns of approval from the
Prime Minister) fultlled eeneral expectation
by secking to restore the challenged privi-
lrges of the French pilots. On the oiher hand,
r:eimbers were still left in the dark as to what
compensating points, if anyv, had been secretly
vielded to Sir Edward Carson and his follow-
censultants—a watter, pleaded Mr. luaw, of
purely Ministerial concern.

Acquiescent but Impenitent.

Quite clearly the House, though prepared
Lo reverse its voto of last Thursday, was in
no maod for a political love-feast. Tt accepted
with cordiality Mr. Bonar Law's suggestion
that nothing could have been farther from
its mind ihan to offer an affrent to France,
bat, for the rest, refused to exculpate the
Government from hlame for mishandling the
affaiv.  Thus an attempt by Mr., Law to
Lring Siv Anckland Geddes and Mr. Shortt
within tho atmosphere of reconciliation pro-
voked an imiedinte ouiery of dissent, while
the only response to a slichtly over-fervent
assertion by the same Minister of his helief
in the eswential friendlinecs of the Coalition-
ists who had voted againsy the Government
was a mild, not to say dubions, cheer,

“If we had not heen certain that those
members were still our friends and  sup-
porters.’”” abxerved Mr. Law, endeavouring to
whip up 2 more ardent manifestaiion, * we
should not have heen here to-dayv as repre-
senting the Government.” At those brave
words, decidedly out of key with the general
toe, o Unionist back-hencher utrered a
faint and hali-mocking “ Brave!”' which in
turn was followed by a dizsconcerting ticter.

Much was made by the Unionist leader of
the ties of sentiment with which we were
now hound e Franee, but, while responding
to thix appeal. the alien-hunters (o< Colonel
Wedgwood called them) plainly showed that
there must bhe no excessive indulgence in
suel emations. “What about Melgium?®”’
demanded the vigilant  Mr.  Dottomley.
“The Belgians cannat be brought in except
by a further Act of Parliainent,” was Mr.
Law’s  soothing rveply, supplementing an
earlier assnrance. made on the authority of
the law officers. that exeept by that method
the privilege allowed to the French pilots
cauld not be extended to any other nation.

A Labour Grievance,

Before accepiing  the Government's new

ment (which was eventually done without a
division) several members insisted on express-
ing their mind as to the character of the
whole transaction, Colonel Wedgwood and
Major Barnes in particular Jetting it he
Lnown that they detected hehind Mr. Law’s
silence as 1o the Downing Street conclave a
tresk surrender to the “Jew-hiiters.”

(n the same subject Mro Adamson spoke
with warmth, kindled, however, as 1t tarned
out, chiefly by a suppo<ed slight cast vwpon
Labour by the negleet of the Prime Ministor
to wive the Labour members a hand in the
deal, *As if Downing Street, inside and
ont, had not been erammed with Labour ever
sinee this Government' came in!” exclaimed
siv Bdward Corson. amid appreciative merri-
ment.

What happened at th- conelave or what
wits arraneed in the deal. it should be noted.
remained hidden from the House of Commons
for the present. Presumably ali will come
ot whon the debate on the bill is resumed
next week, when it will he found, according
t- Major Barnes, that the Government hase
again heen guilty of lack of frankness 1o
Poarliament.

Peeresses as Legislators.

Afterwards an the Sex Disqualification Bil)
twhich is the measure substituted by the Gov-
erntent the TLabour Bill the same
<ubjer £ thrown out carlier in the session by
the Lards) fresh and unexpected rebuff
was suffered by Ministers—unnexpected; that
is to say, in coming so quickly on the heels
o the carlier reconciliation.

Tn the original Labour Bill. it may e re-
membered, it was proposed and carried in the
Commons ithat peerssses in their own right
shanid enjov the privilege of sitting and
veting in the House of Lords, a clause omitted
from the bill now under consideration, bhut
agaip taken up in to-night’s debate by a
groip of Unionist and Lalour members, and
formally moved as an amendinent hy Major
Lioyd Graeme. ) .

Despite the strong feeling manifested in
favour of the revived proposal. the Solicitor
General (Sir Ilrnest  Pollock) threw the
weight of his authority against its accept-
ance. arguing in effect that the question was
peculiarly one for the Lords to decide as
affecting the eonstitution of their own House,
and that, should they again rejeet the Com-
mons' proposal, the latter wonld have no
option but te submit.

Undeterred by the prospect of so familiar

Tor on

amendinent to give effect to the French agree- |-

!

THE PRISON-BREAKERS. °

|

ESCAPE OF SINN FEIN FUGITIVES

MR. AUSTIN STACK'S LETTER.

7"‘ =% Ninn Fein pr.soners awvho broke oL
(’f_DUHH.‘-'(-Wa_VS Gaal, Manchester, in the twilizht
':' ’S-"'-"""f’}' evening have so far muade good |
Licir escape. The tizorens seareh for the men |
vatried out by the Mandhesier police during the!
week-end  was  continuned yesterday, and no
places within e city known to be frequented
by sveipathisers with Sinn Fein were left un-
visited.  Not a trace conld be found of any one
+i the <ix, Tt seems safe to conclude that they
were all free of the ecity hefure the pursuit
began.,  Plans prepared with such thorough-
ness, amd carried through with such audacity,
were havrdiy likely to ston short at the provision
of swift moeans of getting the fugitives away
from tire city. The volice authorities incline
to this view. Althouzh the prisoners were
seent running by different voutes across a brick-
field near the gaol, the police believe they after-
wards met at a pre-arranged rendezvous, where
one or more motor-cars were waiting for them.

It has heen already pointed out that thie affair
happened within a week of the creat Ninn Fein
meeting in the Free Trade Hall, A remark
made by one of the speakers on thiat occasion
hus not yet been recalled.  Speaking of the
risks which the finn Fein leaders were running,
this gentleman ecaused much merriment by
observiug that there was only one thing easier
than for a Sinn Fcin leader to get into prison—
that was for him to get out.

The statemient is now made—and those who
know the man accept it as quite credible—that
Mr. Austin Stack, oue of the two members of
Parliament wlio escaped, left a letter behind
In his cell acquiiting the prison officials of any
collusion in the affair. Mr. Stack is described
by an acquaintance as a man of a chivalrous
disposition, who has written more than once to
iiis {riends acknowledging that he had no com-
piain: to make of his treatment at Strangeways.
His present letter, it is averred, confasses that
the escape wus planued by men who had been
carlier jmprisoned at Strangeways, and were
able to devize the best means of flight.

The warder Joun Henry Lilley, who was
handenffed and gagged by the escaping men,
suffered no injuries, and was able yesterday to
furnish the Governor of the prison (the Hon.
H, E. Fitzclarence) with his account of the
incident.  The Governor was not disposed to
discuss the occurrence yesterdayv, and was not
m & position to say whether the wen received
visitors on Saturday or tot. Wednesdays and
Saturdays are the two days on which political
prizoners at Strangeways :are allowed o have
vizitors, and the suggestion has been made that
the plans for the escape werve disclosed to the
prisoners on Suwurday afternoon. One affirma-
iive statement which the authovities are able
to make is that they are in possession of the
ludders.

U.S. PROHIBITION.

PRESIDENT WILSON VETOFES
WAR-TIME TLAW.
Wasmsgron, Moxbay.

President Wilson has vetoed the Prohibition
Biil

President Wilson. esplaining his reasons,
satil that he objeeted toand couid not approve
that part of the legislaticn referring 1o war-
time probibition. Tt was desired to secure
the eniorcement of an Aet passed by reazon
of emergencies of war, an Aet the object of
which Tiad heen compleied upon the demaobil
ization of the army and navy, and the repea!
v, which he had alrealy sought ai ithe hands
of Congress -—Exchange.

{The acdon of the President, ef course,
leaves unaffecied the constitutional amend-
ment, passced by 45 States out of the 48, under
whieh it will be a crime under Federal law
to juanuractare, sell, or fmport intoxieating
liquor. The Act now veloed is the war-time
Probibition Law forbidding the manufacture
and sale of alevholic drinks, which came fully
into cffect onn July 1 last, and was to continue
in force six months after unless in the mean-
time peace should have been deciared.] '

.8, AND BRITAIN’'S LEAGUL
VOTIES.
TREATY AMENDMENT DEFEATED.
WasHinGron, Moxspay.

Senator  Johnson's  amendment to the
Peace Treaty, designed to sccure for the
United States equal vowes with the British
Fmpive in the Council of the League of
Nations, was to-day defeated in the Senate by
40 vowes 1o 38,

The amendment came unespectedly during
a lull ir the debate, while several senators wha
intended to speak were absent. . After the re-
sult wus anpounced Seirator Moses's amend-
ment wis taken up. . also deals with the
voting power  in the League of Nations,—
Reuter.

THE PRICE OF COAL.

ouTPUT LOWER
ANTICIPATED.

Un tize motion for the adjourmmenti in the
House of Cutnmvons vesterday, My, Holmes (L.—
Derbyshire, N.E.) called attention to the high
rrive of coal, and wanted to know whethier the
thie had not ¢one when the price could be
reduced. There were some collieries, he said,
whicli were making profits fiom the exvort of
coal which were beyond iniagination. In view
of thes fiets he ufged tnat the 6s. per ton in-
crease recently imposed should be abolished.

Sir Al Geddes (President of the Board of
Trate) said that at the time the increase was
neade it was estimated that the output for the
year beginuing in the middle of July would be
at the rate of 217 million tons a year.” A quarter
of that yvear nad gone. and the actnal ascer-
tained output was at the rate of 198 million
tons. It was true that large profits had been
made upon the export of coal and bunkers. It
was always expected that the profits would be
high in the first quarter of the year.

There was nothing really new in that situa-
{ion, excent tnat in snite of fimprovement in
rame districts the actual total output for the
first quarter of the year was at a lower rate
than was anticirated. TlLa Board of Trade were
urying o gee what could be done without calling
upon tiie Treasury for a furtier subsidy to re-
duce the price of bunker coal. He was not yet
in a nosition to say whether or not it would be
possible, but all would agree that it was a most
uigent matter.

THAN

THE MARQUIS OF ORMONDE.

The third Marquis oi Orinonde died on Sun-
duy night at his ancesiral home, Kilkenny Castle,
which was the seat of the Irish Parliament of

a contingency. the supporters of the amend-
ment determined to take the risk, and on a-
division obtained their way b."'ﬂ' majority of
1=0 to 108—a slightly worse division for the
Government than that of the other night on'!
the Aliens Bill. On this eccasion. however, :
there was no technical defeat, the Minister in

charge of the bill having had the prudence,
bv refraining from putting on the official

whips, 10 leave the issuc to be decided by

free vote.

TELEPHONIC COMMUNICATION
WITH THE CONTINENT.

Telephonic communication between London
and Belgium was resumed yesterday.  Direct
communication between London and Pajis.
Calais, Boulogne. Lille, Dunkirk, and other
French towns will be in operativn to-day. bLut
full faeilities will not be available at present,
since a number of lines are still reserved for
Government service.

1€41, known in history as the Confederation of
Kilkenny. He was the 27th lhereditary Chijef
Butler of Ireland, the surname and title having
originated in the chief butlerage: of Ireland con-
ferred on Theobald Fitz-Walter, who accoin-

panied Henry II. to Ireland. The Butlers
fizured prominently in Irish history from the
time of the Anglo-Norman iuvasion, and if they |
did not become, like their great rivals the
Geraidines, *more Trish thau the Irish them-

{selves,” they adonted ot lieir coat of arms the
,words: ‘““Butler Aboo!
t

The late Marguis was born in 1844, aud suc-
ceeded his father at the age of ten. He in-
herited 25,000 acres in Ireland and 2,500 acres
in England. He married, in 1878. Lady Eliza-
beth Grosvenor, daughter of the firat Duke of
VW as NSt Aa ccmindare of the Ravyl
Yaeht Squadron the Marquis entertained the
ex-Kaiger on his vicits to the Isle of Wighy,
Kine Edward  was entertsined  at Kilkeuny
Castle in 1903. '

OUR BIGGEST AIRSHIP.

PR —

R 35 SOLD TO THE U.S.
NAVY.

Geueral Seciy announced in the House ﬂfi
Commons yesierday that the giant British
air=hip ¥ 33, now in courso of censtruction,!
has heen sold 1o tho American naval authori-
ties at cost price. It s stated unofficialiy
that the purchase price is about £370.000. '

The anvonncement was made in reply to a
yuestion by Lientenanu  Colonol .\[uurui
Brahazon. General Seely stated that arrange-;
mcnts had heen made hetween the United)
States navy and the Air Minisiry hy which|
the airship, which wiil embody the latest!
features, would he completed here without!
delay.  She would ho handed over to the)
TUnited States on completion, and would pro-|
ceed 1o Ameriva with an American crew as|
scon as a shed ro house her was ready. !

When ecompleted the T8 38 will be the l.m.:(_\st.:
airship in the world. She is bring constructed |
by Messrz. norts, of Bedford, Her «-:m:n_-it}"
is 2,720,000 cubic feet, so that she is onc-third
as larze again as the R 34, which suvees=ful'y
flew to America and bark.  She will be capable
of cruising for nearly nine day s at an wverage
speed of 45 mtles an hour, She is 695 fret long,
\Yil'l be filted with four 350 li.-p. Sunbeam
*Cossack’ engines, and wwo 275 lup.  Suu-
beam * ldaori” cugines, and will develop a
horse-power of between 1820 and 2,000, and
K‘) is estimsted that her gross litt will be 82

as,

Her useful lify will be 50 tous, and the maxi-
mum spead she will ba eapable of i< 70 wiles
an hour. The utmost distance shiec wil! be able
to trarel without replenishing her store of
petrol is 9,000 miles.

PREMIER AND THE HOUSE.

FUTURE ATTENDANCE.

Four Unionist M.P.’s had yesterday an inter-
view with Mr. Llovd George ami Mr. Bonar
Law in the Jatter's room at the House of Com-
mons, at which expression wius given (the Press
dssociation suys) to the feeling among some
supporters of the Government that the Prime
Minister should oecasionally attend to answer
personally questions addressed to the head of
the Goveinment.

Mr. Lloyd George gave a friendly hearing to
the representations muade to him, but explained
that his time is_at present much oceupied by
pressure of business outside the House, and
especially by international negotiations in con-
nection with the peace. Mo hoped, however,
that  this  wourk  would  shortly  be  greatly
diminished, and he promised that he would
then attend the House at questiun-timme regu-
larly on one day a week. Laler on Lie hoped he
waould be able to attend on two days each week,
but couhd give at present no detinite pledge to
this ctfect.

NO BLEACHERS’ STRIKE.

AGREEMENT REACHED LAST
NIGIIT.

The dispute in the bleaching, dyeing, calico
printing, and finishing trades in Lancashire,
Cheshire, and Derbyshire, in connection with
wlhich 10,600 operatives had handed in notices
to cease work nexi Saturday, was settied last
night. :

Negotiations were reopenid vestevday under
the chairmanship of Mr. T. Robinson, M.D.
First, an agrecinent was conie to on the dispute
at Rochdale, providing for the 1eturn to-day
of all workpeople, meciuding the foreman, anid
the Uniun consenicd to withdraw the strike
notices. 1t was turther agreed that the wages
application should be considered immediately
and a decision resched within fourteen days;
tizat every effort should be wade to reachh a
settlement on the non-union question within
the same poriod. In conuection with the
wages application the employers have arranged
with the Union that any agreenient shall carry
with it retrospeetive pay from the pay-day in
the week ending Scptember 20 for thie whole
week paid for on ihat day.

At a meeting of the operatives’ delegates last
evening the tenns arrived at during the negotia
tions were ratified.

At the conelusion of the negnotiations, Mr, A,
Burtowelough, president of the Bolton Amal-
gamation, speaking on behalf of the Union
concerned, deseribed the result as a happy one,
aid naid a tribute to the share of AMr, L.
Robinson. M.I%, in securing it.

M. Robinson, in reply, said the national
interests at the moment demanded that we
should have industrial peace.

CLEARING CONGESTED
DOCKS.

LORRY SRCHEME IN OPERATION.

A rtart was made yestepday with the Ministry
of Transport scheme for relieving congestion at
the docks by the use of War Departinent lorries,
when some 325 of these vehivles were ordered
to report at various centres.  As soon as the
dock aunthorities have had tine to see how use-
ful these ears can be it is expected that more
will. be asked for, aud the Ministry will as far
as possible supply the requisite number.

All the lorriés are detailed for work by the
dock people and not the Ministry.  Nhipping
arrears of grain to various places within the
areas which are suffering from a shurtage will
coutinue to be the foremost tesk for two or
three days.

At the Manchester docks about fifty of these
lorries are expecterd. As soon as they come
they will he emiployed to relieve the congestion,

PLYMOUTH BY-ELECTION.
LIBERAL CANDIDATE CHOSEN.

Mr. Jsaze Yoot, solicitor, of Plymouth, was
selected last night as Tiberal candidate ' for
the Sutton division of Plymouth, in the by-
election caused by the deathh of Major Astor.

In the House of Commons yesterday. on the
motion of Mr. Tyson Wilson (Labour Whip), a
new writ was ordered for the electicn of a
member for the Chester-le-Street division of
Purbam, in place of Mr. J. W. Taylor, re-
signed. .

FATAL FOOTBALL ACCIDENT
TO UNDERGRADUATE.

COLLEGE CHAPLAIN EXONERATED
(From our Gorrespondent.)

OxroRD, MOXDAY.

An inguiry was held to-day by Dr. W. T.
Brooks, one of the University coroners, into the
death of Mr. Geoffrey Ronald Goddard (20}, an
undergraduate of Jesus College, who sustained
an injury to his spine while playing in a
college football match on the 11th instant and
died on Sunday. Mr. Goddard was elected in
1918 to an open classical aeholarnhip/at. Jesus
{from Dulwich College, and came into residence
in January last. - .

The Rev. W. T. Havard, chaplain of Jesus
College, said he was playing in a college Rugby
game, . the side were lining out the ball
came to him; he turned to pass in to the
backs, when Goddard tackled him round the
thigh from behind, bringing him down. He
fell on Goddard, but did not realise that he way
hwrt.  Goddard commenced fo groan and com
plained of having no feeling in his legs, anns,
and ehest.  There was no undue roughness in
the game, and-the occurrcnce was g pure
accident. . . .

Corroborative evidence was given,

The medical evidence showed.that there waz
partial dislocation of two vertebrm: of the
~pinal column in the neck. An operation
toar days afterwards gave no_relicf, as,the
spinal cord was completely disorganised,

A verdict of accidental death was returned,
and the jury added that no blame attached to
Afr. Havard. . .

AMERICAN ‘PRESIDENC’X;._

. _ _ NEw Youk, Moxpay.
Senatuor Poindexter has anuounced hisx ean

THE FUTURE OF FOOD
CONTROL.

WORLD'S MEAT SUPPLIES
DIMINISHING.

————

“SITUATION FULL OF MENACI

Mr. McCnrdy emphasised the necessity for
continned  sysiem  of food contrel, in o
speech at Loughborough last night. He
advoeated a definite anu continuous poli-
ta cover a  reasonable period of xears
alieard—a policy of supervision rather than
interforence.,

- 79
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A very serious posttion with regard fo meat
supplies was indieated, M, MceCurdy stat-
mg Jdug there will not be enough meat in
the walld nest vear to mect the needs of
Furope, )

The Amorican stocks 1o dwindling, aod it is
csetitial dhag fresn sourcees of supply be
forrunnd. To add to n * situation full of
nmenaer ™ 4 group of North American meat.
packers is ready to exploit the position to
its own andvantage.

dptcrs c1ge 3 et
Prices are siill vising, and only cuntrol andd
STICL cconomy  car save  serious conse-

quences to our pational life.

Mr. MeUnrdy, Parlimmentary Secrotary to tha
Mxm;'u_v of Food, speaking at a joiut political
nieeling at Longhborough last niglt, szid the
Miners  Federation lad asked that a speeix}
Trade Unions Congress may bhe summoned to
recontiend 4 poliey which will reduce the cost
of living. 1 hope (said Mr. McCurdy) that that
CSU:SI‘L’ES will remember that the problem of tha
high cost of fiving is nog one of politics but of
ceonomies. Ity cannot be solved either by
geaeral eiections or by general strikes.

- At the Miners’ Conference Mr. Frank Hodge=
suggested that the Government has hitherto
doune  nwthing w keep down prices.  The
Government has in fact Jdune 1 great deal.
vacnynem coutrol of our national food sup-
plies (rom J_uly, 1817, clearly offected two
things—it maintained and increased our sioch -
uf fuod during a very diffieult period, and it
has bad a marked aod salutary effect on prices.

Taking 100 shillings® worth of essential fourd
at pre-war Irices before control the price il
rizent steadily from 100s. to 205s. For the re-
mainder of the war the prive fluctuated lw.-
tween the nartow limits of 194s. and 216s, While
the price of controlled fuod rose frown 205s. Lo
216=. the price of the principal uncontroelled
foods rose from 186s. to 387s.  To-day priees
were agiin rising,  Some of the principal
r(‘vusqns wer: the fall in the foreign exchanges,
1hc nerease in money wages, and the increuscd
home constmption.

4As (o the future cost of living, Mr. MeCurdiy

5_';1:(1. th:_lt i the United States the surpius of
foodstuffs thag is available for export to 1.
country s steadily diminishing. The future
soutces of foud supply for Great Britain have
Yot to be established. ~ New sources of supply
ave to be found. We shall have to grow mors
foud al home. We shall have to encourage the
d‘(.-vcl_upuwm. of fucd production in the Briti-l:
Empire, nogy as a matter of preference but a-
4 1matter of necessity.
_Do not imagine that the United States «r
Sonth America, or all existing resources of the
British Emnpire, are sutticient for our futuie
uceds, or that a policy of Free Trade aud laisez
fairc will sven us through. It widl not. Already
in 1914 the home production of beef and mutton
in the United States was insuflicient for the
houie consumption. The increase of live stock
during the war has only temporarily renoved
tlns‘de[icieney. It has been removed by =
special war effort upon the maintenance of
which we cannot rely. If we take all kinds of
meat produced in the United States the figures
suygest that the United States will in a measure-
able number of years cease to Lt an exporting
cowitry and be a competitor with us for sup-
plivs from other countries.

Action of a Great Meat Trust.

Ii we turn to the principal European coun-
trics, aparl from Russia, we tind an unnual
consmmption of 10.000.000 tons of meat befors
the war. of whiel not more than a quarter of
» million was jmported. The war has greatly
chingred this state ol affairs.  The livestoek of
Europe has been reduced Ly « third. Before ihe
war we nnported into this country a million
tons of meat wnd Dbacon every year. Home
supplies amounted to 14 million” tons. Our
tonte supplies are down owing to reduced stocks
of pigs and sheep. We shall want to import
wore than a million tons of meat next Yyear,
and the rest of Europe will want at least three
million tons, or as much of that as Furope can
find the eans to pay for. There will not he
enough meat_in the world available to supply
the necds of Europe next year.

All the exportable surplus meat supplies
of Australia, New Zealand, South America,
and  Soulh  Africa together wnount to
no more than 1,210,000 tons. The tutal
is Dbarely sufficient 1o ineet the needs of

the Unitéd. Kingdom: alune, to say- nothing of
anyone else. A scrumble for meat imports
appears inevituble if Europe has any moncy
next vear with which to buy food. " It is =
situation full of menace, and niade more menac-
ing by the fact that a great Meat Truast is
ready to exploit the position to its advantage.
A mouopalistic group of North Ainericun
packers already control a large part of the
surplus meat supplies of the 'world. A food
n-:horl-af,'e of this kind in the absence of contro!
must lead to speculative profiteering on a very
disturbing scale.

High prices are an evil, but fluctuating
prices—prices that rapidly rise and fall—would
be productive of far worse consequences to our
national life. There is no prospect of any great.
fall in prices. To securo stability and prevent
recurrent commmercial crises some form of Gon -
ermment control will, I am sure, be necessars.
We do not want to pergetunto war-tilme controls;
new methods must be devised, more elastir,
more suitable to times of peace, less restrictive
of individual freedom. A definite and countinu-
ous policy should be framed to cover a reason-
able period of years ahead. Supervision, rather
than interference, skould ag far as possible he
the method of control.

Compulsory powers cannot he dispensed with,
ut_the proved success of the Food Ministry
during the war depended on the voluntary eo-
operation of British traders, as well as upon the
exercise of compulsory powers. ’

CONDENSED MILK.

MAXIMUM RETAIL PRICES
FIXED.
(From the Ministry of Food.) N

The Food Controller Has made an Order,

whichi applies to the whole of the United King-
domn, tixing the {following Imaximum reta
prices for condensed milk: .

Full cream (sweetcned), 1s. 3d. per l4oz.

et.

Full creamm (sweetened), half-size tins, -8d.
- per 7o0z. net.

Full cream (evaporated), 18. per 16oz. net.
Full cream (unsweetened), 11d. per 120z.

n

net.

I'ull creaw (unsweectened), bzli-size tins,
6d. per 8oz. net.

Machine-skimmed, 1s. per 140z, net.

This Order revokes the previous Orders gov-
erning the price of this comnmodity, and brings
Ireland into line with Great Britain. The
Fooud Controller has found that in the present
state of supplies of condensed ilk maximum
retail prices only are necessary, but he will -
not hesitate to re-impose maximum prices for
importers, manufacturers, and wholesalers il
lie should at any time find these t¢ be meces-
sary.

The new Order comes into force un and after
Novewnber .1, 1619.

e ——

MARCH OF 1,000 WOMEN. -

MILK PRICES PROTEST.

. Reaey T R S R

Ou receipt of a letter from the ¥ood Ministry
yesterday fixing the maximum retail milk prices
up to April, the Bristol Food Comittee, as «
protest againat luéh prices, passed a reyolution
declining to publish them, and repudiating all
responsibility for them. The opinion \ay ex- |
pressed that there was undue influence at work
at the Ministry.

Later, a procession of 1,000 women marched -
to the Council Chamber and handed. a petition
to the Lord Mavor against the high>prices of
milk’ fixed by the Food Ministry, and. ‘urging

him to forward it to ghﬁl}g_vemm’ah‘,t.z‘m.
. Failing restriction df-pHices they: preseed.
tie establishment of-ninnicipal .depots: for-the*
sale of mnilk. The#rocession, ediried-a banner
nscribad, - ¢ We » Want “Cheaper.

didature, under Republican uomination, for
the I’res’idency.—}teuﬁér. n,. :

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

N exr. Milkc”’ ;- ‘“Goid
Nave Habies.”.-..TMhe Lord Msyor promised :$0
forward-the petition as requested... - : & | . &
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